


Ultra zoom classic.

The attractively-priced prevent blurred pictures and The Olympus SP-510UZ: Tty

SP-510UZ features a 10x thanks to BrightCapture Ultra-affordable ultra zoom. T
optical zoom to give the Technology this camera
ambitious photographer produces outstanding results

plenty of options for creative even in poor light.
photos. High ISO settings

SP-510UZ

e 10x optical zoom (equivalant to s .1 Megapixels 1o make e |iven up vour memories with
32 —3B0rmm™) for extrame cose poster-size prints. moie recording with sound

ups to great scenss, s Seo and share images on the (up to VGA resclution at 20fps).

» High I530 satting (up to G.docm/2.5" LCD, e ey o
ISC 40007) for less blur e Exira-long shooting thanks 1o high ol o by
s Batter low light shooting thanks to battery capacity of up to 830
ErightCapture Techrology. shots™" with 4 AA battenes.

s P/A/SM exposure modes for
creative freadom.

e 21 scanse modes for best results
in diffarent situations.

e (Great for shots of flowers and

detail from as close as Scm with
Supsr Macro Mode.




T4.5MM

Olympus SP-510UZ

BATTERIES

Unusaally Tor & prosumer, this cameratakes &a batteries rather
than aithiurm-ion option. You dort get 48 many shots percharge,
bl thiey are &asily Svalable Sy whede in theworid

MEMORY CARD

The amount of infernaimemory is not specified, butyou can it
images at the highest guality, which is more than most ¢ ameras.,
The SP-SHOUT also takes « 0P ture Cards isserbed into the side

T he prosumer market has become
saturated with ultra-zoom prosumer
models of late, with cameras like the
Panasonic Lumix FZ7 and the Kodak EasyShare
7612 offering 12x optical zoom for around the
£300 mark. The naw Olympus SP-510UZ drops
the zoom ration to 10w, but ups the sersor to
71 megapixels at a super-low price, making this
attractive to both advanced users and beginners.

In our exparienca, ultra-zoom models typically
weigh n at around 300g, but the Olympus is a
litthe heavier at 325g, which you'll certainly notice
if you have it slung around your neck — using the
professional-booking strap supplied along with
the camera in the box - for long perods of time.
But despite the weight and the hefty dimensions,
this is an attractive piece of kit. It kooks very much
lika a miniature SLR in many respects (which will
probably attract a kot of users), with a large arip
on the right-hand side making it easy to keep
hold of. The silver finish is pretty standard, bt
it dosan't feal lke it would scratch easily, and it
avoids the problem of mucky fingers leaving prints
all over the casing

Thera's a whole host of buttons and knobs to
get to grips with, though most are pretty self-
explanatory. The zoom lever encasas the shutter
release button in a position that's reasonably easy
to find when compaosing a shat, though back-
mounted zoom levers tend to be that bit mone
ergonomic. On the rear, alongside the 2.5-inch
LCD screen, s a viewfinder, a pretty uncommon
gaght on most new digital camera releasas, This
is a welcome toudch, and it means that you can
tum off the LCD to save precious battery power, a
mist when you'te using AA battenies rather than
lithium-ion. To the right of the soreen, you have
shortouts for the LCD display, the menu systam,
self-timer/delete and a d-pad, which gives you

TEST SHOT

The macro enables you to focus 1o 3om, and though the image
=t &5 sharp as we'd like, the depthof Tieldnas great efied

quick view, focus options, flash and exposure
compensation at the touch of a button. The centre
button on the d-pad doesn‘t link to the menu as
axpectad, but is instead a function button. This
anables you to change the 150, white balance and
metefing in manual modes.

On the top of a camera is a built-in pop-up
flash, which has a great range, but you have
to remeamber to pop it up otherwise you can't
change the flash modes. As a useful axtra, it
would be nice if a reminder came up on-soreen if
you tried to adjust your options without popping
up the flash.

We found the Mode dial to be pretty cluttered,
which indicates pust how many shooting options
you have to hand. If you're a beginner, then you
can stick to the mpressive Automatic mode,
or select from one of the 21 scene options. As
your skills advance, you'll have to confidence to
move into programmable Auto mode, which
gives you access to the function button options.

More advanced users can use aperture or shutter

MENU SCREENS




Camera specs

Clympus SP-510UZ

Magaplaals leffectval 7.1

Max rasclutkon 307 2,304

Lans data fr2.8-8 (38-300mm)

Zoom 10w apt, 5x dig

Fiocuts Macra &acm-Infs 3m

shurttar spesids 15-1/10005eC

150 saretthity B, 50,100, 200, 400, B0, 1600 (2500,
4000 In ZMP made]

Exposure modes A P AP, seven scene modes, nina
advanced scena modes

Mutaring cptlons ESP & O

Azeh rmccdas &, RE, Fl, Foff. RE+Fl, 55

Cannacthtty AN, DL LUSE

Walghk 325q (emcl. battaras)

Cirneredors 105.5% 74.5 % Tomm

Battarus Sl NI-KH

Mamory storags XD, 21ME

LD 2.5

ON THE FRONT

i

=

ON THE TOP

s i

[imid BE STABILISAT I0H BUTTOH]

CONNECTIONS LENS D-PAD CONTROL

Connections are under rubber flaps. Thelensis capable of 7.1 n'egaplnels and This 5 munded, ITIEHlI'Il] it 2ds5y to l:l'lﬂl'll]E'
Thesa feel s2cure when tl'l?!,' ame closad, ﬂ'ﬂ'l’ll:ll:l[ﬂl'll] 10x optical Zoom rErge has EE'TﬂI'qE. Laft and ﬂ;l’l’[ alter the ToCus
bt could snap offshen opn. You l;l?t.ﬁ."n', b=z bugilt in. Thisis an impressie piece of made and fash options; up B exposure
LISE and DC, =which is standard qla'_=.'_=., capable of I:l'l:lljul:ll'll] great |ITI-HI;E'5 compareation and dosn & quick revies
priority options, or opt for fully manual shooting. to Super Macro), which is enough for most usars
A smart option is the My stop on the Mode dial, and produces above average results, though the
which enables you to save your favourite settings colours are a little soft at times. The 10x optical

for usa in the future. Baginners can also make the zoom is indispensable, and if yvou activate image
miost of the Guide, which is an in-cameara help and  stabilisation, yvou get sharp shots aven when it's at

advice screen; advanced users can delve into the full extension.

Advanced Manual supplied as a FDF on the CD- Cwverall, this is a wonderful camera that would

ROM and find out about all the options available suit enthusiasts of all levals. It really feels like

for creative shooting. It's great that two help you can ‘grow’ into photography using the SP-

options are available. S10LZ, as thera's a level of contral for every level
Irmage quality is very imprassive, with accurate of experance. The 10x zoom, 7.1 magapixels

colour rendition and sharp details in all conditions.  and the high 150 capabilities, along with image
Especially of note is low-light performance, which stabilisation and custom settings, make this a
i aicked by tha 150 1600 satting, though a degrea covetable and attractive modal,

of noise does creep in. If you're in a really dark

location, you can crank the 150 up to 4000, but

this meaans dropping down to three megapixels and IN THE ROX

it's not recommendad as shots suffer from high

noise levels. Still, a noisy sh-c:-t_is arquably better gl'gl';"ﬂ[;"gfni'r:mm ggg::gin-nnm
than no shot at all, so it's 3 nice extra to have. The  sdvanced manual (POF) suppart neck strap
Macro mode focuses down to 3om (if vou switch AV cablke Usarmanual




